
Levy FAQs 

Why do we have local levies? 

Like 295 other school districts in Washington State, Lakewood School District depends upon local levy tax 

revenue to fund programs and operations that are not fully funded by the State of Washington.  Local revenue 

will account for 15.8 % or our district’s operating budget and provides for local needs.  The State of 

Washington has made it clear that with the economic decline state funding is likely to decrease in the next 

year.   

Local funding supports local needs 

 

What is a renewal levy? 

A renewal levy is a levy tax that renews a levy currently in place. Levies expire after a defined period of time—

usually four years.  In Lakewood, voters approved two levies in 2016:  a Replacement Levy for Educational 

Programs and Operations; and a Technology and Capital Improvement Levy.  Both levies have been funding 

operations, programs and staff in Lakewood for the past four years.  They expire at the end of 2020.   

Our district is asking voters to renew the existing Educational Programs and Operations levy for another four 

years.  We are also seeking voter approval to renew a reduced Technology levy for the next two years. 

What is most important for me to know about the proposed renewal levies? 

1. The renewal levies are not new taxes. Local school taxes will be lower. 

2. The renewal levies fund existing programs, operations and staff. 

3. The renewal levies fund programs that are consistent with community values and priorities. The school 

board has prioritized needs, budgeted conservatively and asked for no more than we need to support 

existing programs.  Property taxes have increased.  We are trying to keep rates as low as possible through 

conservative budgeting. This effort is reflected in lower taxes. 

Local Levy $6,293,093 
(15.8%)

Local Fees & Other
$872,240 (2.2%)

State $31,375,981 
(78.8%)

Federal $1,285,186 
(3.2%)

General Fund Sources of Revenue



What does the Replacement Levy for Educational Programs and Operations pay for? 

The levy provides local funds for local needs, including: 

 Instructional staff, materials and supplies 

 Nursing and health room staff 

 School safety and security, including our school resource officer 

 Support staff for students, including those with special needs 

 Athletics, clubs, band, choir, drama and extra-curricular activities 

 Facility maintenance and repairs 

 

What does the Replacement Levy for Technology Improvements pay for? 

The levy provides local funds for local needs, including: 

 Student access to technology 

 Computer replacement and network upgrades 

 Support for online learning platforms 

 Digital and online K-12 curriculum resources 

 Safety and security improvements and equipment 

 

 

How much will I be paying for schools with the renewed levies? 

The proposed levies are not new taxes.  These renew existing taxes at lower amounts and rates.  Below is a 

chart that shows all current local school tax rates and their decrease over the next four years: 

 

The rates above are per $1,000 of assessed property value. 

 



Why did the school board decide to reduce taxes this time? 

The ballot propositions presented to taxpayers in February and August address real needs. The biggest reason 

for the change in the dollars proposed between February 11th and August 4th is due to the pandemic and the 

economic downturn experienced in our community.    

We now anticipate inflation and enrollment will be slower than predicted in February.  This lowered the 

amount of local funding needed to pay for schools.  The school board also decided to propose only a 

technology levy.  Our previous levy for technology and capital facilities improvements.  The decision to request 

funds to support technology, without including capital facilities improvements, reduced that tax by 50%. 

The board felt that with the propositions presented on the August 4th ballot, we could still continue basic 

programs while recognizing the challenges faced by families in our community due to the pandemic. 

 

What happens if the levies are not renewed in August? 

Our district can only hold two levy elections in a calendar year.  If the community does not renew the levies, 

we would experience what is called a “double levy failure.”  The last double levy failure in Snohomish County 

occurred 27 years ago in Snohomish, with severe consequences for schools and programs felt for nearly a 

decade. 

If our levies are not approved, the Lakewood School District would be unable to collect local revenue in 2021.  

Our schools would lose just over $6.5 million in funding next calendar year.  Our budget would need to be 

reduced by nearly 16%.  Our district would be forced to make steep cuts in staffing, academic programs, school 

safety resources, health programs, and student activities/athletics over the next two school years. 

 

Didn’t the “McCleary fix” fully fund schools? 

No.  Washington state does not fully fund public schools, even after McCleary.   Though state funding 

increased in 2018, it does not cover the actual costs of operating Washington state schools, including 

Lakewood.  Local funding decreased from 24.8% of our operating budget in 2016-17 to 15.8% of our 

operations in 2020-21.  There is no indication from the state that funding will increase in the immediate future.  

Local funding supports local needs. 

 

Local Levy …

Local Fees 
& Other 
(0.7%)

State 
(69.7%)

Federal …

Before McCleary:  2016-17 
General Fund Sources of 

Revenue
Local Levy

15.8% Local Fees 
& Other

2.2%

State 78.8%

Federal
3.2%

After McCleary:  General Fund 
Sources of Revenue



Why did the school board decide to run the levies again? 

The school board’s responsibility is to maintain a balance between what local taxpayers can support and the 

local funding that is required to support day-to-day operations of our school district. They understand and 

respect the community's concerns about taxes and recent changes in local and state rates.  At the same time, 

the Washington State school funding model does not fully fund schools.  Re-running the renewal levies is the 

only way to maintain full funding for our students.  It is the only way to ensure our schools’ health, our 

students’ growth and our community’s future.   

 

Why can’t the school district use bond or capital improvement money to operate the district? 

Bonds are for building.  Levies are for learning.  These funds cannot be intermingled. It is illegal for school 

districts to use bonds/capital improvement funds for district operating expenses.  

A bond provides funding for capital projects such as purchasing property for schools, constructing new schools, 

or modernizing existing schools. Bonds are sold to investors who are repaid with interest over time from 

property tax collections, generally between 10-25 years. The money collected for bonds or capital 

improvements cannot be used to fund operations. 

A levy is a local property tax passed (usually approved every four years) by the voters of a school district.  

Levies generate revenue for the district to fund everyday programs and services that the state does not fund or 

does not fully fund. 

 

If assessed property value goes up, can or will the District collect more levy money? 

No.  Voters approve fixed collection amounts stated on the levy ballot.  We cannot, by law, collect more than 

has been approved by voters, regardless of what happens to assessed value.  The county, when it collects taxes 

and sends the funds to our district, ensures that the dollars collected are no more than those approved by 

voters.  

The school board can roll back taxes to lower rates, especially when state revenue supporting the Lakewood 

School District increases.   

 

Does the District receive sales tax revenue from the stores at Lakewood Crossing? 

No.  The District does not receive any sales tax revenue.   


